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SECRET 
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ACTION SS-30 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-00 CCO-00 SSO-00 /031 W 

015696 

R291618ZMAR74 
FM AMEMBASSY BEIRUT 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 7161 
INFO USINT DAMASCUS 
AMEMBASSY MOSCOW 

SECRET BEIRUT 3730 

EXDIS 

EO 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR SY US 

SUBJ: SYRIAN REPORT ON USG WITHDRAWAL POSITION 

1. RELIABLE LEBANESE JOURNALIST WITH PROVEN CONTACTS 
IN SYRIAN MINISTRY FOREIGN AFEAIRS TOLD EMBOFE 
MARCH 28 HE HAD HEARD BY PHONE EROM THESE CONTACTS 

OF REPORT RECEIVED BY SYRIAN FONMIN FROM MOSCOW CONCERNING 
USG POSITION ON ISRAELI-SYRIAN PROBLEM. REPORT ALLEGED 
THAT SECRETARY KISSINGER HAD TOLD HIS SOVIET 
INTERLOCATERS THAT EVEN IN CONTEXT OE FINAL 
SETTLEMENT, ISRAEL COULD NOT BE EXPECTED WITHDRAW 
FROM HIGH GROUND OVERLOOKING KUNEITRA AND WOULD, OF 
COURSE, CONTINUE HOLD HEIGHTS OVERLOOKING ISRAEL 
PROPER. THIS WAS REPORTEDLY INTERPRETED BY SYRIANS 
AS BEING FORMAL POSITION OF USG. 

2. EMBOFF SAID WE HAVE NO RPT NO REPORTS OF WHAT 
SECRETARY KISSINGER MAY HAVE SAID DURING MOSCOW 
TRIP BUT THAT SYRIAN GOVT IN DIRECT CONTACT 

WITH USG AND THEREFORE NOT DEPENDENT UPON STRANGE DISPATCHES 
FROM MOSCOW IN ORDER ASCERTAIN USG POSITION ON ISRAELI 
WITHDRAWAL. 

3. COMMENT: THIS CONVERSATION REPORTED SIMPLY AS 
INDICATOR OE POSSIBLE TROUBLE-MAKING OR MISUNDERSTANDING 
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ON PART OF OFFICIALS WITHIN SYRIAN FONMIN OR 
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SYRIAN EMBASSY MOSCOW OR POSSIBLY SOVIET SOURCES FROM 
WHOM REPORT ALLEGED USG POSITION MIGHT HAVE ORIGINATED. 

LEBANESE SOURCE HAS SUFFICIENTLY RELIABLE 
RECORD ON SYRIAN AFFAIRS THAT IT VERY LIKELY HE DID 
RPT DID RECEIVE REPORT SUCH AS HE DESCRIBED TO EMBOFF. 

HE ALSO CLAIMS TO HAVE SEEN SIMILAR REPORT FILED BY AFP 
OUT OF MOSCOW. 

GODLEY 



SECRET 
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